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Welcome addltlons New hotels

Fiorella’s Cucina Toscana restaurant at the Westin
Imagine in Orlando. STARWOOD HOTELS AND
RESORTS / STARWOOD HOTELS AND RESORTS

BY CHELLE KOSTER VIALTON
SPECIAL T0 THE MIAMI HERALD.

Despite the uneven economy. new hotels and
resorts are opening right and left (or east and
west as the case may be) around Florida.

Since the serious onset of recession in 2008,
about a dozen top-scale and boutique resorts
plus a smattering of brand-name properties —
have opened in gutsy defiance of predictions and
indicators. Many more are slated to open by the
end of the year.

Here's a look at what some new resorts have to
offer.
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Westin Imagine. opened April 2008

The Edge: At the Convention Center's doorstep

The 411: www westinimagineoriando.com, 407- 233-2200; $149-8559 off-season

Every weekday, Westin Imagine hosts “"unwind hour." which could include anything from chair massages
to an international cheese tasting. That's in addition to the usual perks associated with the Westin brand
~— the Heavenly Bed, dual showerheads, fine dining et al.

The new 12-story tower holds 315 rooms and one- and two-bedroom suites decorated art-deco style in
so0thing pastels. equipped with 32-inch HDTV LED televisions.

Fiorella's Cucina Toscana, the resort's signature restaurant, combines Tuscan charm and casual
contemporary elegance with original blown-glass art pieces decorating its walls. The menu too takes its
cues from Tuscany and northern ftaly.

The restaurant caters to families, as does the hotel itself with a kids program, a lagoon-style pool, and
free transportation to the theme parks. A state-of-the-art workout center and in-room massages round
out the amenities.
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